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Kathleen Ramsay

From: Doug Henson <dough@ldengineering.com>

Sent: Monday, November 16, 2015 9:51 AM

To: Kathleen Ramsay

Cc: Adam Lougee

Subject: RE: Selectboard Discussion

Good morning. 
 
The VTrans Bike Pad manual says that shared use paths should be 10-14’ wide, with 8’ as an absolute minimum, with 2’ 
shoulders, 4’ of separation from a curbed road or 5 feet from a non-curbed road and a minimum of 2’ from any obstacle 
other than a sign.  It goes on to state that they should not be installed as a substitute for on road facilities.  Needless to 
say, this cross section will not physically fit in front of the Bortell and Zammuto residences, and will be marginal in front 
of the r.k. Miles showroom building.   
 
As far as cement versus bituminous for the surface, the jury is still out.  Assuming proper placement and quality control, 
cement tends to have a significantly longer life span than bituminous, and tends to be much easier to patch when 
needed.  Bituminous tend to have a lower installation cost, but for long term costs, the concrete tends to be less 
expensive given its forty or fifty year lifespan rather than a ten or fifteen year lifespan for bituminous.  From a user 
standpoint, bicyclists and rollerbladers tend to prefer the bituminous surface due to its lack of expansion joints.  The 
general consensus here, and in discussions with other town Public Works Directors,  cement is the material of choice for 
sidewalks, but bituminous should be used for multi-use paths. 
 
On another note, I spoke with Ken Bortell last Friday afternoon.  He said that he sees no need to meet, at least for now. 
 
I hope this provides you with the information you were looking for, but feel free to contact me if you have any further 
questions. 
 
Thanks, Doug. 
 
Doug Henson, L.S., E.I. 
Vice President 
Lamoureux & Dickinson 
14 Morse Drive 
Essex, VT  05452 
Tel: 802-878-4450 
 

From: Kathleen Ramsay [mailto:KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org]  
Sent: Friday, November 13, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Doug Henson 
Cc: Adam Lougee 
Subject: Selectboard Discussion 
 

Hi Doug,   
 
Here are the highlights from the Selectboard Meeting: 
 
Update on Conceptual Plans for Exchange Street Sidewalk.  The Board briefly reviewed the latest conceptual 
plans prepared by design engineer Lamoureux & Dickinson for new sidewalks on Exchange Street.  In response 
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to a question about whether the sidewalks could be made wide enough to accommodate both bicyclists and 
pedestrians, the Board agreed to seek formal input from the engineer before scheduling a public information 
meeting in December to review the plans.  
 
In addition to addressing the question of the possibility of wider sidewalks, would you also discuss the pros 
and cons of concrete vs asphalt for walkways, as that was also questioned by the Board? 
 
Are  you available for a public information meeting on this on Tuesday, December 8 or Tuesday, December 15? 
 
Thanks! 
Kathleen 
 
 
 
 

Kathleen Swinington Ramsay 
Town Manager 
Town of Middlebury 
94 Main Street 
Middlebury, VT  05753 
kramsay@townofmiddlebury.org 
802-388-8100 ext.201 
 


